CHAPTER IV
THE FIRST AIRSHIPS
LONG after the invention of the steam-engine it was found possible to equip a balloon with mechanical power. The year 1852 witnessed the first attempt to do this, the experimenter being Henry GifEard, who built, in Paris, a spindle-shaped balloon, the length of which was 130 feet. The power was provided by a 3 h.p.
FIG. 10.   GIFFARD'S BALLOON, 1852 The first airship driven by an engine.
steam-engine. In still air this airship had a speed of four miles per hour. Long before Giffard's time an egg-shaped balloon had been projected by General Meusnier, who introduced the principle of the ballonnet. The Meusnier balloon was to be equipped with hand-worked propellers and rudder, an idea that was anticipated by the Brothers Robert in 1784. Throughout the early part of the nineteenth century
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